
CONNECTING FAMILIES     © 2014     www.commonsense.org /educators

Fake Pages

Mackayla looked away from her computer screen in disbelief. 
One of her friends had just sent Mackayla the link to a vicious 
fake page… of Mackayla’s younger sister, Remy. Someone – she 
had no idea who was behind it – had used Remy’s picture and 
name to make a fake account. They filled out all of the “About me” 
sections making fun of Remy’s interests, hobbies, and even her 
style and appearance. All of the tagged pictures were 
photoshopped pictures of Remy’s head on embarrassing bodies. 
One pictured showed Remy’s face on the body of a very 
overweight older man, and another had Remy’s head on the body 
of a nearly-naked bikini model. Even worse, it looked like the fake 
page had “friended” more than half of Remy’s grade.  Mackayla 
remembered that Remy had mentioned having some issues at 
school and had even come home crying a couple of times but 
she had not realized that it had gotten this bad.  Mackayla didn’t 
know if Remy had seen the page yet, but she was devastated 
and knew that Remy would be too.

DIGITAL DILEMMA

Cyberbullying

Digital Dilemmas are brief hypothetical situations and corresponding 
questions designed to foster cross-generational conversations about 
different aspects of adolescents’ digital lives. Use this fictitious scenario, 
based on real-life stories, to spark a conversation at home with your 
children and open up the discussion about these very important topics. 

What seems realistic (or unrealistic) about this story? Do you ever 
hear about this kind of thing happening?

What can Mackayla do now that she has seen the page?  What 
would you do if you were Remy’s older sister and saw the page?

Do you think this is a case of “cyberbullying”? Why or why not?

What can different people – her parents, her school, her friends 
– each do to help Remy get through  
this experience?


